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CONFIDENTIAL 


Richard P. Butrick, Esqe, 
American Consul General, 
American Consulate General, 


SHANG HA I. 
Sire 
I have the honour in continuation of my 
letter of June 19, 1940, to forward herewith 
particulars regarding one, Vigan 2ipkees an Italian 
subject. Pinto was born in Naples, Italy, in 1896. 
He arrived in Shanghai in 1926 or 1927. In 1928 he was 
proprietor of a hotel in Kange Road and the estabLighe 
ment had a very unsavoury reputation, being the 
gathering place of narcotic smugzlers, prostitutes, 
et al. Between 1929 and 1936 Pinto was convic te@ | 
of criminal offences on four seperate oocasionse 
Details of these convictions follow herewith :- 
(1) ASSAULT (Stabbing) 
Sentenced to 8 days’ detention on 10-8204 


(2) RECRIVING STOLEN PROPERTY. 


Sentenced to 3 months! imprisonment and 


YY fined Lire 300 on 27=2-3l. 


< ae (3) ZRAUD. sa 
ite Sentenced to 14 months' imprisonment and_ 
vd fined Lire 2,800 on 11-636. . 
(4) USURY. 
eae : Sentenced to 10 menths’ imprisonment an@ 
= fined Lire 5,000 on 18-6-36. : 


eek 
4 


=LQ_ 


On October 5, 1936, ~into was deported 
from Shanghai by the Judge of the Royal Italian 
Consular Court and deperted on the S.S. "Conte 
Rosso" presumably to serve the sentence of two 
years’ imprisonment imposed in June that year 
in a penitentiary on Rhodes Island off the South 
West coast of Asia Minore 

Pinte has not again come to the notice 
of the Shanghai Municipal Police and has not as 


far as we are aware again visited Shanghai. 


-X have the honour to be, 
Sir, 


Your obedient servant, 


Sd. K. M. Bourme. 


Commissioner of rolicee 
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No trace of Vicenti PINTO can be found in 
Shanghai. 

Vicenti Pinto's criminal record is as follows: 
1. ASSAULT (Stabving Ds 

Sentenced to 8 days' detention on the 10/8/29. 
2. RECSIVING STOLEN PROPERTY. 


Sentenced to 3 months' imprisonment and fined 
Lire 300 on the 27/2/31. 


3. FRAUD. 
Sentenced to 14 months! imprisonment and fined 
Lire 2,800 on the 11/6/36. 

4. USURY. 
Sentenced to 10 months! imprisonment and fined 
Lire 5,000 on the 18/6/36. 

According to the Italian Consulate-General Pinto 
was deported to Italy on October 5th.1936 in 8.8." Conte 
Rosso “ in order to serve a sentence of 2 years! 
imprisonment imposed upon him by the Italian Consular 
Court in Shanghai in connection with Charges of Fraud and 
Usurye 

The Consulate state that Pinto is at present 
residing in Italy which country he can not leave h- cause 


he is an ex-convict. 


Pintots criminal History is forwarded herewich. 


Ma 


D.C.( SPECIAL BRANCH ). 
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VICENTI PINTO - ACTIVITIES OF 


No trace of Vicenti PINTO can be found in 
Shanghai 
Vicenti into's criminal record is as follows:- 
SAUL & i ° 
Sentenced to S days’ detention on the 10/8/29. 
2» RECEIVING STOLEN PROPERTY. 


Sentenced to 3 months! imprisonment and fined 
Sire 300 on the 37/2/S3le 


de FRAUD. 


Sentenced to 14 months’ imprisonment and fined 
Lire 2,800 on the 11/6/36. 


Se VEU. Sentenced to 10 menths*  alaiidemaaane and fined 
Lire 6,000 on the 18/6/36, 

According to tze Italian Consulate-General Pinto 
was deported to Italy on Cctoter 5th.1936 in s.8e" Conte 
voa80 “" 4n order to serve a sentence of 2 years* 
imprisonment imposed upon him by the Italian Consular 
Juurt in Shanghai in connection with Charges of Fraud and | 
Usury. | 
Z The Censulate state that Pinto is at present 
residing in Italy whieh country he can not leave because 
he ia an ex-convict. 


tinto'sa criminal Histery is ferwarded herewith. 


(2) 


FP. 123 
Criminal History. 
1896 Rorn at Naples, Italy. Is en Italian 
sucoject. 
6.9.28. The first police report in which Pinto 


was mentioned wes received at H*tq. 

This refers to the fact that gambling 

was veing carried on in his house, the 

Victor Hotel, 46 Range Road. A third 

floor room being used and only Chinese 

permitted to play. C.1.Ds BH. 62/728; 
23.10.28. A report was received giving det:ils 

of the Victoria or Victor dotel, 40 

Range Road owned cy Pinto. It is dis- 

cribed as unlicenced, anc used as a 

rendezvous for foreign prostitutes who 

bring in American sailors and marines. 

Pinto is reported as well known to the 

Police as a contrab: ndist, and an Assoc. 

of H. Auslander (‘4ssoc. No.6) who keeps 

a boarding house at 118 Range Road. C.I.D. H.Misc.79/28 
7.8.1929. Pinto was arrested on an Italian Con- 


sulcr Warrant for stabbing his cook 


named Chen Yin Piau with a knife. The 


wound was in the risht thigh and not 
Crime Report 


serious. H. 1770/1929. 
10.8.1929. Pinto was sentenced to 8 days for 

Stabbing Record. 
26.1.1. Arrested for receiving stolen property 


from '¥emina't Silk Store at 1017 Bubbling Well 


Road on 15.11.31. Associate No.I (Serousoff), 


(2) 
F. 123 


2. (Toumanoff), 3. (Schersky-Chernsky)» 

4. (Robinovitch), 5. (Anna Caccioppolis) 
arrested with him. The property was 73 
rolls of silk and 45 of these were found 
hidden behind the wall panels of the 
pantry of his hotel at 46 Range Road. 
After the recovery cof this vroperty he 
stated he had burned the remzining 28 
rolls fearing arrest. Although this 
statement was corroborated by Caccioppolis 
it is very joubtful whether true, as tne 
latter was seen to leave the hotel some time 
prior to her arrest with a large trunk, 
was traced to verious addresses in the 


 Prenca Concession but never found. BYwell 41/3 


31.2231. Pinto and Associate No.5 (Caccioppolis) 
released on bail of 41,250.00 pending 
trial by the Itelian Consular Court. Bftwell 71/31. 

2.2.31. Pinto sent a letter to the Italian Con- 
sular Judge Rapex stating he intended 
to commit suicide, and shortly after- 
wards he was found unconscious in the 
Consulate grounds with an empty Iodine 
pottle by his side. He “as taken to 
Hospital and detainede 

5.2.51. The case against Caccioppolis was heard 


‘in camera‘ and dismissed for lack. of 


evidence. Btwell 71/31. 


27.2.31. 


30.7.52. 


2.8.32. 


3.8.52. 
19.4.53. 


16.9.355. 


(3) 


FP. 123 


. Pinto was sentenced in the Italian Con- 


sular Court to 3 months imprisonment, 
fined 300 Lire, and to pay complt. Taels 
400 for bmumned silk and costs. 

Police informed that Pinto had filed 

an Appeal agsinst the above sentence 

and would remain at liberty pending the 
result of the Appeal being received 

from Italy. 

Judge Rapex of the Italian Consular 

Court informed Police that Pinto's 

Appeal had been dismissed and he should 

be arrested to serve a sentence of 85 

days as he had already done 5 days of 

the sentence in 1931. 

Pinto surrendered himself at Central 
Station to serve sentence. 

Taken to Amoy Road Gaol. Btwell 71/31. 
Pinto circulated young members of the 
Porce offering to lend money at attractive 
rates from Pinto's Winance Office. A 
warning to all officers was issued by 

D. C. (Divisions). S.B.Reg. D.4777. 
Pinto reported to the Police that his 
Bank, situated at 166 Nanking Road, 

had been broken into during the week 

end and that cash to the value of 


$54,055 Ta and jewellery to the value 


of $9,565.00 had been stolen. 


(4) 
¥F. 123 


Enquiries showed that the Bank was 
insured for the sum of Sh.$122,000.00 
agsinst Roboery, Burglary etc. and tnat 
this Policy was taken out on 18.7.55. 
Mr. A.J. Viood of Messrs. Mielson & 
Malcom informed D.P.Ss McKay of the 
Special Branch on Sept. l4th that he 
nad heard confidentially that Pinto 
intended to stage a robpery before his 
(Pinto's) lease expired. 
Mr. Wood was further questioned regard- 
ing the identity of his informant but 
he refused to divulge the name. Ref. C.1341/35. 
1935, Pinto claimed on the INT’RNATIONAL 
INSURANCE COMP'‘NY in respect of his 


robbery but after an audit conducted 


on behalf of the Insurance Company it 
refused to admit the claim on the 
grounds of fraud. 

1936. AB a result of this refusal PINTO filed 
suit agsinst the Insurance Co. but in 

= May, short by before the first hearing 

was due to commence, he withdrew his 
CABEe 
In the mean time enquiries showed that 


Pinto had falsified his accounts and 
had shown many transactions which, in 


fact, had never teken place, 


6.6.56. 


18.6.56. 


(5) 
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Qne of these was the sale of the ROY'L 
HOTEL, 216 Range Road to Mrs. CACCIOPPULI 
(C.R.O. F472) for a sum of $21,600.09. 
In fact no money passed on this occ#sione 
Assisting Pinto in these transactions 
were his Secretary Miss LASINSK?* end 
a Mr. RUSSO, formerly of the Sh:-nghai 
Fire Brigade. 
Pinelly Pinto wa. prosecuted for 
Attempting to defraud an Insurance Cc. 
cond on 11.6.36 was sentenced to 14 
months imprisonment & fined Lire 2800. 
Immediately following the above case Cc. 909/36 
Pinto was charged with Usury, charging 
as much as 180% interest on loans made 
by him. In order to conceal the interest 
charged he used to edd the interest to 
the amount shown on the Promissory Notes. 
Yor thishe was sentenced to 10 months 
imprisonment and a fine of Lire 5000 
on 18,.6.56. 
Both Pinto and Cacctoppoli were notified 
on 17.6.36 thet an order of expulsion 
would be made against them and that 


they vould have to leave Shanghai 


within three months. 
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June 19, 40. 
Richard Pe Butrick, Esqre: 
Ameriean Consul General, 
American Consulate General 2 
SHANGHAIT. 
— | CONFIDENTIAL 


I have the honour to acknowledge receipt 
of your enquiry regarding ome Vicenti Pinto, and 
to inform you that a report will be forwarded to 


you in due course. 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir: 
Your obedient Servant, 


Be 
c(S ) Sd. K. M. Bourne. 


Commissioner of Police. 
Iw/ 


— —, 


. SHANGHAL MUMNCIPAL PeLICE ~ 
3. B. REGISTRY | 
THE FOREIGN SERVICE No S. B. D._. Cf17 
OF THE 440 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA @ ; : 


GEPARTUENT OF STATE 
AMERICAN CONSULATE GENERAL 


wnraehn't, China 


uae ls, !24C 


ojor ‘6 (.¢ Bourne, . Ce, 
Commissioner of <olice, 
thenehat .untefpel Council, 
Shangha‘, China. 


YT have the honor to request any ‘nfor.et!o. you may be 
ebdl= to ctv: :.9 recrrdtiu. one BS {eonts Pinto, wio is reported 
to hav> been at on> tine e loan banker in Chanchai, end who, 
4t ts s2l4aved posstble, ney hevs hai some coineetion with 
the menufneture or ssle of freudulent Auzrican passports. 


T have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your obedfent Serwant, — - 
e = 
Richard F. Butrick 
émnerican @onsul 


we 
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Pinto Leaves 
To Serve Jail |: 
Term In Italy| 


Will Finish Time Given], 
For Robbing His Own |; 
Bank Here 


Vincent Pinto, erstwhile -Shanghai 
banker, money-lender and hotei 
owner, was among the persons de- 
parting for Italy on the liner Conte; . 
Rosso which sailed from this city]. 
about 6.30 p.m. yesterday. Pinto is}: 
going home to complete serving a/° 
two-year prison sentence which was/|' 
given him by the Italian Consular |‘ 
Court in June of this year after 
he had been convicted of robbing 
his own bank in an effort to defraud |: 
the: International Assurance Com- 
pany, Ltd. ‘ : 

Since’ his conviction, Pinto has 
been confined in the Ward Road 
Jail. On three occasions, however, 
he has been brought outside the 
jail walls to visit the consular court 
where he was the defendant in a} 
series of lawsuits and: another 
criminal charge, the latter involving 
usury. Hie lost the usury case and 
was fined. He was also fined lira 
7,500 in connection with the fraud 
case and his total fines now 
ageregate lira 10,000. 

All cases against Pinto closed, the 
consular court officials decided to 
send him back to Italy to com- 
plete the remainder of his sentence. 
Just what prison he will be sent to 
upon his return to Italy wes not 
stated by the authorities. The man 
was handed over to the captain of 
the Conte Rosso yesterday after- 
noon and it is wnderstood will be 
kept in confinement during the trip 
home, Only a few very close friends 
were at the boat to say good-bye 
to him. q 
Pinto, who opened a bank on] 
Nanking Road near the corner of 
Kiangse Road about two years ago, 
attained headlines in October of 


- mYESDAY, OCTOBER. 6, 
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‘que sHANGHAT ‘Tmms, FRAY, JUNE 19,1986. 
Pinto s Given Ten Months’ a8 owt 


erm On Usury Count 


{talian Banker Also Fined 5,000 Liras; To Serve In a ~~ 
All Two Years, Having Already Received 14 
Months’ Sentence For Attempted Fraud 


V. Pinto, Italian manager andreference to one of the = 


director of the bank (an exchange ants in the usury case he stated} | 
and loan institution) bearing histhat he found that Mr. Garjuillo, 
name, was sentenced to a further proprietor of the Marcel Beauty 
10 months’ imprisonment and a Parlour, had paid only one per cent, 
finc of 5,000 liras in the Italian interest per month. On another 
Consular Court yesterday, upon occasion however, three per cent. 
being found guilty of usury. was charged. Pinto interposed at]. 
' Pinto has now to serve a sen-this stage to say that Mr. Gar- 
tenee of two years’ imprisonment juillo could not return the loan 
and has to pay a total fine of 7,800 when due and himself offered to 
liras (amounting to about $2,300) pay three per cent. for the period 
as on June 11, he was sentenced of the extension. | 
in the same court to 14 months’ . Cell-mate Called 
imprisonment and was fined 2,800 _V. V. Tatisheff, 34-year-old 
liras, upon being found guilty by Russian, who is at present serving 
Judge R. Rapex and two assessors 2 two months’ term of imprison- 
of attempting to defraud an insur- ment for misappropriation, anc 
ance company. who was a cell-mate of Pinto’s at 
The prusecution against Pinto the Central Police Station, was 
arose out of his claim that over:again called to testify yesterday. 
the week-end of September 14 to.Tatisheff stated that Pinto had 
16, last, the premises cf the Pinto,bragged to him that “it was easy 
Bank, on the first floor of 16€'for him to get money from idiots.” 
Nanking Road, were broken into, Tatisheff also stated that Pinto had 
and money and jewellery to the told him that he received 12 per 
amount of $63,000 stolen. Pinto cent. interest on money loaned 
claimed the sum from the Interna- (that was legal), but on top of 
tional Assurance Compnay, Limit- that he (Pinto) “resorted — to 
ed, who after investigating the.various tricks, such as charging 
circumstances surrounding the commissions, insurance and broker- 
burglary, refused to pay him any- age.” On diamonds Pinto was 
thing. He filed an action against ,aileged to have said that he charg- 
them in the British Supreme:ed 20 per cent. interest, as dia- 
Court. In the meantime the cir- monds depreciated in value, and 
cumstances surrounding the bur- a8 much as 30 per cent. on real 
glary were investigated by the estate. . 
Italian Consular authorities and Pinto denied that he ever had 
the Shanghai Municipal Police. talked to Tatisheff and alleged that 
At the end of May, summonses I! this was, just a police “frame- 
were served on Pinto and Mra. UP.” ’ 
Anna Caccioppoli, Italian pro- Mrs. Caccioppoli was also called 
rietor of the Victor Hotel and to stand and asked to relate how 
fialian Restaurant at 216 Range she had collected money from Mr. 
Road, to appear before the Italian Garjuillo. She stated that she had 
Consular Court on June 9, to/done so as a favour to both Pinto 
answer to a charge of attempting;2nd Mr. Garjuillo. She said that 
to defraud an insurance company.|Mr. Garjuillo used to repay the 
Investigations “in the meantime|!oan in installments of $20, $15 
were continued and as a result of|and $10 several times a week. She 
further evidence being brought to|denied ever having collected any 
light Pinto was arrested on Satur- interest, saying that she only re- 
‘lday evening, June 6, and held injceived the principal. | 
custody pending his trial. The Lawyers Speak Long 
‘|trial opened on Tuesday, June 9,| At the conclusion of \ the 
‘land following a great deal of evidence long addresses were made 
sensational evidence Pinto was con-|by the two counsel for the defence, 
victed and sentenced, Mrs. Anna|Messrs. G. Constantini and 
Caccioppoli was found guilty of|D’Auxion de Ruffe. Mr. Constan- 
complicity in the case and was|tini_ made an impassioned appeal 
sentenced to six months’ imprison-|0M behalf of his client in Italian. - iv 
ment and fined 1,200 liras. Her|He contended that Pinto had not} :7 ~ 
fine was however, suspended for charged a high rate of interest and 5. 
five years. : if ee did, - aid — * so er i\ 
Took people in dire need, but from i , 
aie Quis, One, Per Cent people who borrowed! money for Pa 
charge of usury, Pinto maintained | “yy. Dp? ; * ‘ 
that he had only charged the legal | ee a hg Bat ecpaities 
rate of interest, one per cent. per! belles of interest. Charee 
‘ mn Une e : ned ee was not mcs A ieee and 
j month.: ‘pon bein re ‘that Pinto sometimes did charge 
Judge Rapex he mamiGied thee ne ‘high interest, but then the lawyer 
sometimes charged two per cent. ‘asked the court to take into con- 
but these included various com.|/Sideration what a risk Pinto was 
i ‘ taking and that if he did collect high 
interest from one person, he lost 
both the interest and the money 
leaned in another case. In asking 
the court to dismiss the-case, Mr. 
de Ruffe termed it as “much ado 
about nothing.” 
Judge Rapex and the two asses- 


hearing yes-|{8°FS: Comm. de Lucca and Cav. 
Ferrera, an nm 


a half-an-hour after which Judge 


at he had|jPapex read out’ the judgment and|' 
fthe Pinto||Passed the sentence in the name of | ; el 
‘ithe “King of Italy and Emperor 
‘tof Ethiopia.” 


L. Bedoni, adjourned for about}. Re s 
i 
\ 


~and' were :very complicated. With} 


Ped 
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ance company, at the end of May. 


P NTO TO BE TRIED |i to defrand the insur- 


AGAIN TO-DAY 


Usury Charge Evidence 
To Be Concluded In 
Italian Court 


V. Pinto, Ttalian manager and 
director of the banking heaving 


i i 66 Nanking | 
his name, situated at 166 a ys R. D’Auxion 


Road, who was sentenced 
months’ imprisonment by Judge 


R. Rapex in the Italian Consular ; 


Court last Thursday, uven being 
found guilty of attempting to de-. 
jfraud an insurance company, 
will be brought before the court 


again this marning ta answer to] 


a charge of usury. 

The trial of Pinion and Mrs. 
Anna Cnrecioppoti, Ttalian — pro- 
prietor of the Victor Tfotel anc 
Restaurant, at 216 Ranger Road, 
who was given 9. six months’ sus- 


Police continued their investiga-. 
tions and on Saturday evenine, 
June 6, Pinto was arrested on 2 
warrant issued by the Italian 
authorities. 

A long and 
was held last week at which two 
| other men were implicate,l in the 
j alleged robbery of the bank. Pinto ; 
and Mrs. Caecioppoli were finally ; 
sentenced, i 


sensational trial. 


Their lawyers, Messrs. | 
de Ruffe and G.! 
Constantini immediately announc- ; 
ed that an appeal would be filed. 

Right after sentence was pass- 
e-l the trial of Pinto on a further’ 
charge of usury was opened. It 
was adjourned until this morning 
in order to enable an Ttalian ac- 
countant to examine the_books. 

It is understood that Yesterday 
afternoon Pinto was taken down 
to the Italian Consulate. He con- 
| sulted with his lawyers there and 
jwas also seen by Judge Rapex. 


pended sentence! unon being found | 


guilty of complicity in the case. 
attracted wile attention. The 
| case arose out of Pinta claiming 
$63,000 from ihe Tnternational 
Assurance Company. T.imited, 
after he claimed that his bank 
was rebhed of money and jewel- 
lery to that) amount over the 
week-end of September 1-4 an} 16. 

The insurance company refused 
to pay the claim. 
ingly filed an action against them 
in the British Supreme Court. In 
the meantime, police 


Pinto accord: ! 


} 
{ 
| ‘ 
t 4 


and ther! 


Italian Consular authorities had | 
been investigating the case andj 


discovered a great number of irre- 
gularities in  Pinto’s books. <A 
jsummons was accordingly served 
on Pinto and Mrs. Caccioppoli to 


| appear to answer to charges of 


oF 4 
od -“ 
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VERDICT GIVEN IN 


PINTO. CASE 
LAO ELT te IE 


Two Defendants Both Fin 
and Sent to Prison 


APPEAL TO BE HEARD I 
RHODES 


No sooner had judgment on P 
Pinto, manager and director of th 
Pinto Bank, been pronounced in th 
Italian Consular Court yesterda 
than the hearing of another cas 
commenced, Pinto being charged o 
this count with exacting _ illegall, 
high rates of interest on loans t 
two other parties. Judgment on thi 
first case, brought against Pinto an 
Mrs. A. Cacciopoli for defraudin, 
the International Assurance Com- 
pany, Ltd., was pronounced by Cav. 
R. Rapex, Italian Consular Judge. 
as follows: Pinto to serve 14 months’ 
imprisonment, and to pay a fine of 
2,000 lire; Mrs. Cacciopoli to serve 
six months’ imprisonment, and_ to 
pay a fine of 200 lire. The latter 
sentence was suspended for five 
years. 

The case brought for defrauding 
the insurance company commenced 
on Tuesday, when a number of wit- 
nesses gave evidence, and was 
brought to a crux yesterday morping 
when a Russian by the name! of 
4Count T. T. Tatisheff, who had been* 
confined in the same cell as Pinto 
at the Central Police Station, related 
intimate conversations which, ‘he 
said, had taken place between him 
and Pinto. In the .course of these 
conversations, Tatisheff declared, 
Pinto had made plans for Tatisheff 
, to escape from Shanghai, and had men- 
tioned the name of a third party to 
whom Tatisheff could apply for a 
false passport if Pinto were _ still 
detained in prison. 

It is understood that Pinto’s coun- 
sel has already filed an appeal 
against this decision, and that this 
will be heard before a court of 
appeal in the Island of Rhodes. 
Counsel for the defence in the first 
action were M. d’Auxion de Ruffe 
and Dr. G. Costantini. 


High Rates of Interest 


The second case concerns the 
dealings of Pinto with two other 
Italians named Carisio and Garguilo, 
Carisio said that he had at one time 
asked Pinto for $500. Pinto had 
given him $480, and he had paid 
back the sum of $600 on the loan. 
Another time, he ‘borrowed $350, 
and paid back $424, and on August 
1 last he borrowed $500, and paid 
back the sum of $586. 

By defendant's request. the evi- 
dence of Mr. G. V. Bykovsky was 
then taker, and the next witness, 
Mr. Bruno Rubini, said that he had 
applied to Pinto for the sum of $150, 
and Pinto had given him about $130 
in compliance with ‘his request, on 
six promissory notes. ‘With this sum, 
Rubini paid an employee of Pinto’s, 
Russo, and the latter then went to 
| Pinto’s Bank and explained that 
| Rubini had handed over the money 
:to him. Pinto denied having been 
paid a call by Russo with regard to 
this loan. : 

Mr. Garguilo said that he had 
received from Pinto the sum of £30 
and $100, to send to his, brother in 
Italy, and he paid Pinto five per 
cent. per month on this loan. In 
June last, he borrowed $500. from |; 
Pinto, and paid on this 15 per cent. 
interest per month. He ‘had also |’ 
borrowed a further sum at a high | 
rate of interest, - : 

The evidence of V. Lasinska, | 
Pinto's ‘secretary, wes then:taken arid 
the ‘case was adjourned until next |: 
Thursday. =: '.: a B 


S. B. REGISTRY 
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COUNT IN § AME: CELL Entribs Under Assumed dass 3 
WITH pit rH ; 0 There was.one point which? had 


Probably  stirpkis&d and possibly 


; “shocked the court, and this was thé 
@iitries in the account books under 


assumed names. Strictly speaking, 
such a procedure was not etiquette, 


Sensational Evidence Given Yesterday at Condasion 22 au tak tar Ve Sie 


of Case Brought for Alleged Fraud By eke eee ae ERR eee Te 
Jeircumstanéés éxisting in Shanghai 


_#& case against V. Pinto, managét and diréttor of ihé Pifto- 
Bank, and Mrs. A. Cacciopoli, 
ing the International Assurance Cé., Ltd.; in thé Italian Constilar 
Court before Cav. R. Rapéx, Italiafi Consular Judge. Couisél for 
the defence were M. d’Auxion de Ruffe sand Dr. G. Costantii: A 
! witness brought by the police, Count T. T. Tatisheff, wht was put 
ih the game cell as Pinto, after having been charged with th 
misappropriation of a typewriter, related thé conversatiohs alleged 
to have taken place between the accused and himself, even up 
to conversation which took place after the commencement of the 
trial, when Pinto gave his impressiorts ‘of the legal proceedings. 


who até béing charged with defretd-j 


The casé follows a robbery ct the 
bank during thé week-end of Sept-; 
‘é@mber 14-18, 1935, the sum involved 
béing $83,000. An action against the; 
Intérriational Assurance Ca. who. 
refused to pay the claim made against! 
ihér after the robbery, was instituted | 
.|some. time ago in H.M. Supreme i 

| Court, but was withdrawn.  .s- ‘ 

In His eviderice, Count Tafisheff. |} 
said that he met Pinto for the first! 
time on Saturday in a cell in the! 
Central Police Station, when he con- | 
versed with him in four langunges, 
French, Italian, Spanish ahd English. 
He asked him why. he was in gaol 
and Pinto told him thé réason. 

The Judge: Did Pinto say some- 
thing confidentially to you?—He was 
véty hervous, afd started to talk 
about his private affairs. 

‘Witness stated thdt he was warned 
by the police that if he kept what 
Pinto teld him to himself, he would 
be considered as an dccomplice of 
Pinto’s. Pinto told him that at the 
age of 13% he left his home, and 
started out in life. After a time, he, 
went over to France. Md 

The Judge: Did he say anything 
about white slives?—Yes. 

Pinto stopped his business in 
France, witness continued, because the; 
French police interfered, <nd he then, 
came to Shanghai. Here he continued 
his activities in various branches,’ 
mostly illegal. Pinto told him that . 
he was a banker, and Had started an;: 
|establishmént in Nanking Road. which 
transacted every kind of banking 
busittess. He mentioned the fact that 
he had several friends in 
and gave the harhes of some of them. 
‘Other intithate details were distlosed, 
and Pinto confided to him that he 
was almost certain to get free. 


ta Good Friend” 


He saw Binto again on Tuesday 
morning, when he said that he was 
practically certain to Be atquitted 
because there were no charges against 
him. On Wednesday morning, Pinto 
told him that if the case went wrong 
fie had a govd friend wlio would pay 
his accdunts, méhtidriing the name of 
Mr. RuSso. ién he saw him on 
‘Tuesday morning, he said that things 
were going very well in court. The 
, first case, which was the claim ef the 
insurance company, was going to be 
finishd on Wednesday aftertioon, and 
théré was anothér casé with regard to 


loans, etc. im 

Pinto tola him that hé was finan- 
cially interested in several establish- 
ments, including a cabaret and even 
a gambling house, To. open the latter. 
‘he fad to Bribe the police with 
$10,000, but they took the money, 
cand ten blaged. the HbUSE five or six 

e 


‘day$ later. lat tisih&ss he rar 
‘wi ah tt ald export branch. 
\PIKtd fold Hii that He had cultivated 


nva® bleedihg in dkder to be takeri 
over to thé Ward Road gdol which 


' was more conifortable. He saw Pints 


i 


‘tinesday morning for the last 
him where he 
into were still 
zo to 


on 
tithe. whén he asked 
had to report if 
etained. Pinto told him to 
usso, whé would provide him with 
a falsé pdésbdrt, with which to escape 
fromm Shanghai. 

M. de Ruffe, 
What is your 
Tatisheff. 

Did you not introduce yourself to 
the Shanghai public as a representa- 
tive of the Hearst Newspaper Syndi- 
cate?—No. 

Counsel stated that this story had 
been carried by the “Shanghai Zaria.” 

Did you have any previous crimin- 
al records in other countties?—No. 

You say that these conversations 
with Pinto in gaol took place in 
French and other languages?-—Yes. 
Pinto understood French very well. 


No Knowtédge of French 


M. de Ruffe: When Pinto comes to 
my office, he always has to have an 
interpreter. He does fot understand 
French. It is quite unbelievable that 
he can converse in that language. 

M. de Ruffe further brought out 
that an amicable settlement had been 
reached between the witness and the 
people who put him in gaol, this 
having been concluded the previous 
day. 

Summing up, M. de Ruffe said that 
what insurance companies hated td 
do was to pay up when the time 
came. He had come to the conclusion 
that unless there had been any mis- 


(cross-examining): 
real name?—Count 


Shanghai counting in the books of the Pintoj:body had pai 


bank, there had been no defrauding |i 
of the insurance company. The state]' 
of the books had nothing to do with 
the robbery itself. The first time that : 
it had been suggested that Pinto was 
responsible for the robbing of the 
bank was in the evidence of the last 
witness. The police had done their 
best to find out who was responsible 
for the robbery, but they had not 
found that the Pinto Bank or any of 
its employees were responsible. It 
was probably arranged. he declared, 
by the same gang as had performed 
the same kind of trick before, oncé 
to a jewellery firm in the same block 
as the Pinto Bank, which was burgled 
about two years ago, and once again 
when the premises of Sennet Freres 
was burgled, about a year ago. They 
must consider the fact that Pinto’s: 
prémisés were burgled as being apart 
from the case, , 

It wns absurd to say that a person 
With average intelligence would have 
talked about having a robbery of his 
premises two years béfore it was 
Isupposéd to take place, and.to have. 
repared his books accordingly. The; 
alleged mistakés in the books had 
probably béen made in the best of 
faith. Nd bank would carry on for 
months, and éven yéars, and fix a 
definite date on which a burglary was. 
to take place. | 


A SENSATIONAL climax brought to a conclusion yesterda¥ the + were such that it was not surprisin 


that Pinto had accounts under as- 
suiméa Hames. All pédplé in business 
knew it as a fact that assutned names 
were used for accounts, A previous 
witness. from the firm of Messrs. 
Lowe, Bingham and _Matthews, had 
denied knowledge of the practice, 
but he would réfer the court to an 
article in a local newspaper dealing 
with the subject. 4 

_Pinto's businéss wag lending money.' 
There wes nothing dishonourable in 
; that but people did not like "their: 
: names mentioned in connection with 
it. Those who borrowed: money from 
Pinto asked him not to mention their 
names in the books, They had also 
héard that a considerable amount of 
money, over $40,000 in bank notes, 
had been seen in the safés. If Pinto 
wanted the good position of the bank 
proved in the most conclusive man- 
ner, he had only to camouflage the 
real amount by Wrapping it up in 
paper and making it look much more 
than it really was. It had also been 
stated that Pinto’s business was not; 
such that there would have been, 
such a considerable amount of money 
in the safes at the time of the rob- 
bery. 


Moneylenders’ Methods 


“But these moneylenders keep their 
inoney in cash,” declared M. de Ruffe,: 
“they do not give cheques because; 
they deduct from the money given: 
the intérest to be paid, which is often; 
more than the law permits. Money- | 
lenders very rarely advance money 
to their customers by cheque.” | 

After pointing out four alleged mis- 
takes in the report of the police, M. 
de Ruffe said that it had never been 
proved that the business purchased 
by Mrs. Cacciopoli was a faked con- 
cern, e court could not condemn 


‘Pinto because the element of doubt 


was too great. There may have been 
mistakes made, but the premeditated 
intention to defraud the insurance 
cémpany had not been proved. He 
woulda not speak of the evidence of 
the last witness. It was, however, 
most surptising to Héar that sdmé- 
up for this witness, 
and He was how free. f 
tn a tong suniming up gived- in 
Ttalitin, Dr. Costantini brought the 
proceedings to, a, close early jh the 
aftétribolt, anti, afiér a rétess, it was 
Atinolinced that judgment would be 
as 5 thig morning at 8.30. - 
the repott of Tuesday's proceed- 


ings, mention was made of 4 firin, bf 
‘chartered accountants who had 


the balance sheet of the Pinto Bank. 


‘This was not a firm of chartered ac- 


countants but of public accountants. 


t 
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Pinto Placed 
Under Arrest 
After Inquiry 


|Hteaa Of Bank Detained 
| At Ward Road Gaol 
| On Court Warrant 


TO FACE 
WOMAN TO-MORROW 


Four Lawyers Are Retained 
: For Defence; Scene At 
: The Consulate 


Mr. V. Pinto, Italian man- 


Bank, an exchange and loan 
institution, who, at the end of 
jlasL month was served with 
a summons to appear before 
the Italian Consular Court to- 
morrow to answer charges of 
an attempt to defraud an in- 
surarce company, as reported 


exclusively in “The Shanghai) 


Times” on May 25, was 
| placed under arrest on Satur- 
‘day night and yesterday was 
confined in the Ward Road 
Gaol on a consular warrant 
«pending his trial. 

Mr. Pinto was arrested, 


it is 


understood, as a result of certain |. 


details being brought to light dur- 
ing the investigations into the 
previous charge conducted by the 
consular authorities and detectives 
of Central Police Station. 


At the end of May, both Pinto]. 
and Mrs. A Caccioppoli, who re-| 


side in and, it is understood, 
operate the Victcr Hotel and 
Italian Restaurant at 216 Range 
Road, were served with summonses 
to appear before the Italian Con- 
sular Court on the morning oi 
June 9 (to-morrow) to answer 
‘charges of an attempt to defraud 
an insurance company. The charge 
= oe of the Sree ah ane 
jewel robbery staged g' e , Pinto 
Bank, ‘with’ officés“on the’ firgt floor 
of 166 Nanking Road, over the 
week-end of October: 14-and 16, 
last; which was subject of a 
thorough police investigation. It 
is understood that the insurance 
company concerned refused to pay 
over the insurance money.’ Action 
was instituted in the British 
Supreme Court against the ir- 
surance company, but was later 
withdrawn. 

It was understood at the time 
that Summonses were serve 
against Mr. Pinto and Mrs. 
Caccioppoli. that there was strong 
evidence against them, ‘but later 


further facts were brought to light | 


which ‘caused a‘ warrant to 
aes Se ee ee 


TRIAL WITH)? 


ager and director of the Pinto|’ 


Ad 


vite 


REGISTRY 


avert. 


MONDAY, JUNE 8, 


‘Armed with a consular warrant, 
it is reported detectives of Central 
Police Station proceeded _to the 
Vietor Hotel on Range Road on}i 
Saturday evening and there await- 


ed the return home of Mr. Pinto. 
i They placed him under arrest and 
}brougnt nim back to Central Police 
\ Station, where he spent the night. 
Before Judge 
1 In the morning, - Pinto 
itaken to the Hialian Consular; 
Court and brought before Cav. | 
Uff. R. Rapex, Consular Judge. 
lIt is understood that during tne 
short period that Pinto was at 
Italian Court, there were 
‘several scenes, with Pinto not 
feeling very well. Finally an 
jorder was issued by the Italian 
authorities to confine Pinto in the 
| pending his:: 
to- | 
with}: 


Ward Road Gaol 
appearance before the court 
morrow morning together 
Mrs. Cacciopolli. ; 

In the same manner as_ when 
ithe summonses were -served upon 
|the two Italians, both the Italian 
lauthorities and the police main- 
tained complete silence as to thej- 
lexact ‘nature of the allegations! 
, against Pinto and Mr, Cacciopolli. 
Judge Rapex confirmed the fact)! 
that Pinto was placed underi 
arrest, but pointed out that, in|’ 
his officia] capacity, he could not): 
state anything. 

Since May 25, when it was 
announced by “The Shanghai 
Times” that charges would be! 
framed against the two Italians | 
the pcelice would not reveal any 
details of the allegations. Detec- 
tive Sub-Inspector Tilton had} 
:}been working on the case to- 
; gether with the Italian authori- 


\ ties, 
Bank Broken Into 


- It was reported ‘that a- total 
‘tof $63,000 of cash and jewellery 
‘lwere stolen from the Pinto Bank 
ilbetween the closing time on 
Saturday, October 14, and 7.20 
a.m. on Monday, October 16, when 
it was discovered by an office boy 
that the grille gates had been 
forced and the partition leading 
to the office of Mr. Pinto kicked 
.in. Entrance to the bank was 
by a stairway leading to the!) 
offices over the establishment of 
Messrs. Chiyo Yoko. The thieves, 
upon getting into the office, drill- 
jed away the combination on the 
¥Chinese-made safe and. gained 
‘Jaceess to some $50,000 in bank- |: 
notes and $9,000 in diamond rings|' 
and other valuables. a. 


Four Lawyers 
It is understood that no fewer|: 
than four lawyers -have been: re-/* 
tained by Mr. Pinto and Mrs. 


“\Caceiopolli_ to appear in their de- 


fence. The four lawyers are 
Messrs. R. D’Auxion de Ruffe, G. 
Constantini, K. E. Newman and|’ 
H. D. Rodger. 


| 
AI 


—- — 
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‘Is: Robbed 
'/ O£ $63,000 


Nanking Road Job Is 
Daringly Executed 
M Over Week-End 


SCREWDRIVER USED 
TO GAIN ENTRANCE 


Central Police Search 
For Clues, Make 
uv” No Arrests 


ae 

Central Police Station detectives 
were last night still searching for]: 
clues that might lead to the dis- 
covery of the identities of the 
persons who burgled the safe in the|: 
Pinto Bank, 80 Nanking Road, over |. 
the week-end and made good their]. 
escape with $63,000 in cash and 
Jewelry. 

Detectives in charge of the case 
last night told. a CHINA PRESS 
reporter that while they were not 
altogether baffled, finding the cul- 
prits was likely to prove a difficult 
task. Some fingerprints are report- 
ed. to have been found, but very 
little else that might be helpful to 
the police has been discovered. : 

Burglars broke into the Pinto 
Bank some time between 2 p.m. 
Saturday and 7.20 a.m. yesterday. 
The criminals effected and entrance 
through a stairway at 80 Nanking 
Road by the simple use of a screw- 
Griver. They removed the screws 
‘fastening one side of the collapsible 
iron gate that closed the street 


. entrance, pushed the gate aside and 
went in. ee —— 


-Access to the bank itself, after : 

the gate had been opened, was com- All that was neoesaiiry when buniiars sought to enter the Pinto | 

paratively easy. The institution 1s|| Banks 80 Nanking Road, was to remove the two screws fastening the 
handle to the fron gate that closed the street entrance. Above pic- 
ture shows 2 .workman, posing with the handle, ‘just before he set 


rene on the second floor of the 
flding, and all Sssary 
by a SEL: SABE aS See “Recessary repairs-—CHINA PRESS Photo by A. Krause. | 


to effect an entrance was the break- | 
ing of the glass in the bank door.| 
‘The burglars, however, selected a 
more difficult Rrra that of — : ‘ 
moving 8 par m that separa a ; "4 : - 
the offices of the bank from the! | aggyhgns, tied “eat rong ori 
-hallway. i f and the rob pies rag ad 


* ' Drilled . Safe Open — os are 
’ Once-inside the bank, the burglars| * a, Chinese employ who appeared 


* on. t V 

made their way to’ the bank safe} , ad ‘ormlngsxamfnaion’ of 
Mr..'V. Pinto’s private office,| © the - safe revealed 

+ Grilled “it open and..took ‘everything d 
- of. value. They then broke.open ‘a 
datawer: in: Mr.. Pinto's private desk 
_ but removed* rane. Sof; tts “contents: 
The jewelry taken, »moathy: , rings, |! : 
Was. 1 cat: $9,000 “while the|!! 
* balance, about / $54,000, ‘was: in: cur- jj: 
rency. ‘The.loss was covered: by. in-|:: 
surance on-a_ policy. written. by aj. 
conips The} : 


t it was of|' 


d_smalltibgns. , 
“Burglary ie the bank is the dogs 


“se “by the /: spectacular. y ‘criminals 
-dbanikc aX collateral on loans, but most | : aenkown ast tit af Shangha! dur: : 
oe ‘it had : 1’into the yoneeian '; dng the past: wi “The 


of: the ‘bank, jt was stated. 
. Seaving - build 


| 
{ 
‘ 
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‘Commotion On Nanking Rd. 
Caused By Robber Alarm 


Police Rush To -Pinto Bank, Find Only A Quarrel 
- Between Bank Proprietor And Customer; No. 
Charge Laid Although Pistol Involved 


Intense excitement, hubbub and 
alarm was occasioned yesterday 
afternoon in the vicinity of 60 


Nanking Road as a Police van, 


rushed in a hurry from Central 
‘Station, drew up outside the 
remises of the Pinto Bank. 
clice officers, answering an alarm 
of armed robbery, rushed upstairs 
to the Bank offices, to discover 
that all that was happening was 
a@ quarrel between Mr. Vinc 
Pint roprii 
ese customer ‘armed 
wr a@ pistol, which he was 
alleged to have used in a threaten- 
ing, manner, 
r, Pinto and his anager, and 


the Chinese customer, 
escorted to Central Station, where 
‘detectives spent the best part of 
two hours trying to make 
coherent story out of several de- 
positions. When the inquiry was 
over, the trio departed with much 


were all 


a} excitable 


when the 


Police announced that no charge 


would be laid. 
It was ascertained that the 


| Chinese customer who was allege 


to have threatened M:. Pinto with 
his pistol, was a well-known mem- 
ber of the: Gold Bar xchange. 
His pistol, which he carries as a 
means of protection in view of 
the large sums of money which 
he frequently has about his person, 
was found to be licensed both for 
the Settlement and the French 
Concession, 

Exactly what the quarrel was 
about was not disclosed, At all 
events, there were no witnesses to 
testify that the Chinese customer 
had drawn his -pistol. The alarm 


which brought the Police to the. 


raised 
lady 


by Mr. Pinto’s 
secretary, who 
yeHed at the top of her voice 
quarrel had assumed 
what appared to her to be menac- 


scene was 


, noise and gesticulation and the !ing proportions. “ 


. 


| 
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#1933. 


, Rr! 
(Crime Branch) Office Notes a, 2 i oa Lit 


= 


ie 


D. CG. (Divisions). 


Copies of the attached letter have been circulated 


so various mexvers of tue Force. It may be, therefore, 


ugesirable to issue a warning bo the younser men and 


recruits under training, that Finto is a well known 

ana has veen charged before the Italian Court 
of the 

He is known to most, detectives 


criminal 
on three occasions. 
ana full oarticulars of his activities will be circulated 


on the Daily Infortation Steet. 


Deputy Co wuissioner 
; (crime Sraucn). 


a 
i 
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fe i 


Phe eabtanlaesTR NS 


ort eae oneness Rt ara ute tak ao baat te 


linto’s’ Finance Office. 


46 Renge Road Tel. 41895 


Dear Sir 


Do you require FINANCIAL AID in any shape or form? In these 
hard times, most of us coms "up against it" at some time or other 
a little help at the right moment makes all the difference. 


Gone are the days when it was looned upon us a crime fora 
person to borrow times have changed considerably and consequently 
customs. Why, some of the biggest deals and transactions in the 
world could never have been carried out but for the financial aid 
from other sources loans not only between individuals and businesses 


but between nations.. 

Let me help you out over the stile that seems 80 unsurmantable 
from the barren ground of difficulties and worries, into the field 
of ease where you can get into step with life again. 

lf it is hard cash that you require, then you can have at 
promptly and on most reasanable terms. If you waxt a motorcar, 


I can supply that also, on the same easy terms. If your home or 
property is mortgaged, consult me, and I will not be found wanting. 


Whatever your financial trouble, is just drop me a letter or call, 
and the whole matter will be treated with the utmost privacy. 


Cease to feel as an interloper in the game of life, put your 
best leg forward and I will help you to regain your balance. 


DO NOT DELAY! CONSULT. YOU ARE ALWAYS WELCOME, 


Yours sincerely, 


v 


‘ae juance Office. 


' 
9 4 
a 


